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Mega Electronics

Dye Sublimation Kit

 

My life revolves around investigating technology that can be maximised in the short term to move teachers and students forward. Both in television and press, I am in an enviable position. Sometimes opportunities come my way that capitalise on previously learned ICT skills and are combined with a straightforward practical process. The Mega Dye Sublimation kit is one of these opportunities. 

 

For almost a year, I have been working with the apparatus applying computer generated imagery to fabrics, metals, ceramics and plastics using a permanent solution. The Dye Sublimation Kit from Mega Electronics is all you need to do some of the most impressive finishing of products that I have come across. I first enquired about the process when my wife had a fabulous textile handbag made for her with the permanent images of two of our children on its fabric surface. The public interest in such an article was huge with questions being asked of where one could be purchased. The quest began!

 

I soon found Mega Electronics and found their system to be simple and produced high quality results using a simple Epson printer. I was fascinated to learn how the head on an Epson printer is cold. Therefore, the special sublimation ink does not turn into a solid on the head and stop the ink from flowing. You create an image in your favourite software package or acquire a digital photograph and print it straight in reverse onto a piece of coated paper. The image is then heat transferred onto a range of materials using the supplied heat press. Some materials need to be specially treated to receive the ink and others are not treated at all as long as they contain or are made from polyvinylchloride (PVC) or polyester. For example special polyester coated aluminium in a range of coloured finishes takes a four colour image sublimated onto the surface. Believe me the result is fantastic. At the opposite end of the scale, low cost PVC plastic sheet takes a vibrant sublimation image. This is absolutely fantastic for vacuum forming and takes us to a professional level for the visual appearance of a product that a student might make. This resource is suitable for Graphic Products, Engineering, Product Design, Food Technology, Electronics Product, Art and Design, Ceramics, Textiles and I could go on!

 

This system will place rich vibrant colour images on mouse mats, chopping boards, ceramic mugs, business cards, table mats, coasters and ceramic tiles. All are treated with a special finish to keep the ink permanently in place. I have been so impressed I bought one kit for Walsall Academy and four more kits for local primary schools that are using it for mini enterprise. Why have the ubiquitous tea towel with the thumbnail sketch of your child when you can have so much more.

 

There are on going cost such as the ink and paper sheet. However, we have used ours on a regular basis and still the bulk ink system keeps flowing. It is initially pricey but the cost can quickly be recouped by all that enterprise that you have been talking about for ages Now is the time to put it into action. Enjoy!

 

You can watch this product in action at www.teachers.tv in one of the excellent Resource Review series of programmes for Design and Technology.

 

A4 Starter Kit £945 plus VAT

The above review was written by Jonathan Boyle of Walsall Academy
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